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Albert Sabin Dual Language Magnet School 

Local School Council Emergency Meeting for Thursday, January 7, 2021 

At 6 p.m. via Zoom at http://bit.ly/SabinERLSC Meeting ID: 938 7161 1790 

Passcode: 3keaqB 

Call Meeting to Order 

Meeting was called to order at 6:07pm 

 

Roll Call 

Present 

David Hernández Teacher rep 

Jennifer Soto Parent 

Cal Thixton Community rep 

Juanita García Parent 

Elie Zenner Community rep 

Ideliz Rodriguez Non-teaching rep 

Jessica Taylor Teacher rep 

Jennifer Shaffer Parent 

Cheryl Conner Parent 

Gwen Kasper Principal 

Absent 

Christina Rodríguez Parent 

 

Approval of Agenda 

J. Soto motioned to approve agenda, seconded by C. Thixton, 10 yes, 2 absent.  

 

 

CPS Reopening Plan for 2021 

Principal Kasper reported the following: 

http://bit.ly/SabinERLSC
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● Pre-k teachers reported to school this week and students to report on Monday. 

Classes will be held in person five days a week. 

● K-8 students to return February 1, while teachers report back on January 25 

● Care Room has been established and Ms. Ivy and Mr. Del Rios will be the 

attendants. Care room is for students who fail the health screener or become sick 

during the day. 

● Health screener must be filled out every day before entering the building 

 

The following are questions that were asked by LSC members and participants via the 

chat. 

 

J. Soto questioned the ventilation system in the school to which Principal Kasper 

responded that Sabin passed the air quality test with the exception of restrooms. Air 

purifiers have been delivered. Do not know what will happen to address the issue with 

the restrooms. All classrooms will have air purifiers and teachers will be expected to 

open their classroom windows a bit. 

 

C. Thixton asked about the number of students returning to school to which Kasper 

responded that 167 parents have stated they want to send their children to school. 

Once placed in Homerooms, there are no more than 11 students per class. Students 

will be offered classes four days a week, Monday and Tuesday and Thursday and 

Friday. The school building will be cleaned on Wednesdays.  

 

J. García asked how learning will look like for students who choose to stay at home to 

which Kasper responded that teaching and learning will be similar to what they are 

doing now. Teachers will have students in person as well as online, simultaneously. 

CPS is offering teachers more prep time so the Wednesday schedule will be changing. 

 

J. Soto asked about current enrollment and the percentage of those who chose in-

person learning. Kasper stated that enrollment is currently at 441 and 167 students will 

be returning.  

 

J. Shaffer asked if there were teachers who requested to remain at home and if those 

requests were granted. Considering approval of accommodations, will Sabin have 
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enough teachers to staff classrooms? Kasper said that CPS will be releasing that 

information some time next week. 

 

J. Soto shared concerns regarding restroom and ventilation. Kasper has requested 

more custodians. Restrooms will be cleaned after each class uses them. There are not 

electrical outlets in restrooms so this means that air purifiers cannot be placed in the 

restroom, but CPS has three to get it done.  

 

J. Soto expressed continued concerns with the ventilation in restrooms considering stu 

 

J. García asked about how teaching and learning will be facilitated  considering 

teachers have to simultaneously teach students in front of them and online. Kasper 

responded that teachers will still follow their asynchronous and synchronous schedules. 

Teachers have already started the conversation. They are already planning for this and 

have come up with ideas on how to facilitate two different learning environments. 

Teaching and learning time will be the same. The only thing that will change will be the 

Wednesday schedule.   

 

J. García asked how specials would be facilitated. Kasper said the resource team will 

be able to go to the classroom. Teachers will be limited to five pods every two weeks. 

CPS has received a waiver for art and PE due to the pandemic. Students will not be 

going to the library or gym. Students will be expected to remain in their Homeroom the 

whole day. At lunch time, they get walked to the cafeteria, get their lunch, then they go 

to their homeroom classroom where a recess monitor will stay with them. 

 

Via the chat, a participant asks, prior to the pandemic, there wasn’t a regular nurse. Is 

there going to be one now? Kasper responded with no. 

 

Via the chat, what happens when air purifiers are not received on time. Are we banking 

on CPS to deliver them? Kasper responded that the air purifiers for the pre-k classes 

are already on the premises and in those classrooms. February 8th is the drop dead 

deadline for the delivery of air purifiers. All the principals have been told that the air 

purifiers are on their way.  
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Via the chat, question was asked on policy on  taking students outside at below 34 

degrees and how it was that the school would facilitate getting students into the building 

as fast as possible especially during inclement weather.  Kasper responded that as 

students are arriving to school, students will be ushered into the building. This will begin 

at 8:45 and screeners need to be completed and confirmed upon entry. Kasper went on 

to detail how morning entrance routines would be facilitated. No information has been 

rec’d on transportation. Students cannot go outside if it’s below 32 degrees. However, 

anywhere from 15-31 degrees is at the principal’s discretion. If it’s too cold or the wind 

chill lower temperatures, Kasper will not allow for students to be outside. Parents are 

and will be encouraged to drop their student off as close to 9am as possible because 

there are not many teachers on  

 

J. García made reference to comments in chat and encouraged participants to read 

through the comments.  

 

J. Taylor asked a question about whether or not families who chose to stay at home 

could change their mind later. Kasper responded that for those families who chose to 

keep their kids at home for the third quarter could bring their child(ren) to school for the 

4th quarter. If parents decide they want their child to be remote in the middle of the 

quarter, they could decide differently come the 4th quarter but will not be allowed to 

return to on-sight learning in the same quarter (in this case, the 3rd quarter). 

 

D. Hernández wanted clarification on the health screener. If a health screener is not 

filled out what happens to the students? Kasper responded that signage will be created 

and displayed on the door and other highly visible areas that will serve as reminders to 

parents to fill out the health screener. Signage will also include instructions how they 

could easily access the health screener. If a health screener is not available at the time 

of arrival, the student will be sent to the Care Room immediately. Students without a 

health screener will not be allowed to attend classes. It is critical that parent contact 

information is accurate and that parents do their best to fill out the screener every 

morning. If a student gets ill during the school day, they will be sent to the Care Room. 

The hope is that parents will pick up their ill child(rent) as quickly as possible.  

 

D. Hernández asked a hypothetical, “If I were in a two week cycle (since he is a 

Specials instructor) with five different pods and I test positive for COVID, does this 
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mean that all five pods have to be quarantined for 10 days?”  Kasper said yes. If a 

teacher is feeling ill in the middle of the school day, they too have to leave immediately. 

Sabin will have a pool of miscellaneous employees who will step into the classroom. 

CPS will be responsible for informing families of COVID cases in the school. If there is a 

reduction in the teacher’s fever in 24 hours, they can return to the school. If the fever is 

not going away, CPS is asking for teachers to get tested and not return until they have 

test results. If the test is negative, the teacher can return. If they are positive, the 

teacher will follow CPS policy which Kasper made mention of. 

 

D. Hernández asked if CPS would be providing families with access to COVID testing if 

they are exposed to COVID while at school? This is especially important since not 

everyone is insured and many are under-insured. Kasper said that this has not come 

up. She believes it’s a great idea but CPS has focused their efforts on making sure 

every student has a device and a hot spot if needed. Any information received from 

community partners, such as Community as a Campus which works with several 

organizations in Humboldt Park, is posted on the school’s website. 

 

J. Soto asked a clarifying question regarding someone who has a fever and if their fever 

doesn’t persist after 24 hours, are there precautionary measures in place to ensure that 

they are indeed no symptoms? Kasper said that her example above was a simple 

example. Teachers’ health and well-being is being considered. If they have a headache 

or having their windows open too long causes them to have a headache then it is up to 

the teacher to self-identify and make the decision for themselves. No one who is feeling 

sick should come to work/the school. People have always gone to work while ill, but this 

is not the same situation. As an adult, if you feel a little bit sick, you stay home.  

 

J. Soto asked about the use of pods to split the 167 students up and expose teachers 

and staff to smaller number of students each day. Soto asked if Kasper had the option 

of choosing pods or what CPS is calling shifts. Kasper responded saying that pods or 

shifts is not an option with CPS. Originally hybrid meant different things. Hybrid is 

unique and every school’s plan will be unique as they make adjustments that meet the 

school’s needs. If the students returning to in person learning doesn’t exceed the limit, 

you can and should offer in person learning fours days a week. If there were more 

students than the limit permitted, then a hybrid model would be adopted. This is not the 

case at Sabin. There are no more than 11 students returning to any class. 
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J. García asked if CPS is planning on increasing their pool of substitutes and increasing 

teachers’ sick days considering some teachers may still go to their classrooms because 

they can’t afford to take a day or two off? Kasper said that CPS will not be increasing 

sick days for teachers. CPS will however provide each school two cadres, a person who 

has a sub license, may or may not have a teaching certificate but they have a sub 

license which means they have a BA. The cadre works only at Sabin and is responsible 

for being a sub teacher. If there are two teachers that are out sick, then these cadres 

could step in to sub. CPS is also providing two full time miscellaneous employees. They 

get no benefits, make $15/hr, work 6.75 hours a day and get a 45 minute lunch. They 

can go into a classroom, answer questions but cannot direct instruction. Teacher also 

have personal days off and the teacher could still request a sub. If one is not available 

then a cadre will step in. 

 

Ms. Ivy commented on the importance of the health screeners and how they must be 

completed daily by visitors, teachers, staff, students, and parents. If you do not 

complete the health screener, you will not be allowed into the building. 

 

D. Hernández asked about supplies and whether or not supplies, specially masks, 

would be available in the event a student forgot, soils or loses their mask. Hernández 

asked about the number of masks CPS would be providing every week or month. Ms. 

Ivy responded that CPS has already provided Sabin with a large supply of cloth and 

surgical masks for adults and children. Once the supply count is down to 10 adult 

masks and 10 child masks, then she or Del Rios are to enter a request for more PPE 

and inform Kasper who will follow through with the request. Kasper also chimed in and 

said that all teachers will have supplies of adult and children masks. 

 

J. Soto asked about transportation and how it will work. Kasper said that the limit on 

buses is 50 students. She does not have any other information on how bussing logistics 

will work. It’s up to transportation to figure those logistics out. Sonia has done all that 

she could do as far as updating information for students who need to be bussed. As 

soon as Kasper is given details, she will share with the school community. 

 

Public Participation 
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Several stakeholders that were present offered their comments and asked questions 

regarding the re-opening plan. 

 

Discussion/Vote in Moving Forward 

The LSC will draft a letter incorporating the concerns and comments raised today. A 

document was created and shared with those present so they could include pertinent 

points. J. Soto motioned for the LSC to put together a letter of support against the 

reopening of schools, seconded by E. Zenner, 10 yes, 2 absent. 

  

Confirm Next Meeting Date 

Organizational meeting to take place on January 14, 2021 at 5:30pm 

 

Adjournment 

J. Soto motioned to adjourn the meeting, D. Hernández seconded, 10 yes, 2 absent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


